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APPEAL 
TO THE PEOPLE OF GREAT BRITAIN. 





I HaVE arrived from Spain, and I come only to plead ‘the 


cause of iny country before a great and generous people, 
among whom liberty and independence have always found 
and always will find a firm support. Not that this sacred . 
cause can have avowed enemies in England; not that the 
English people can be cold spectators of the contestin which 
we are engaged ; but in the midst of that interest which the 
cause of Spain inspires amongst Englishmen, it may, perhaps, 
still be demonstrated to them how important to themselves 
and to the general cause of liberty, at the head of which they 
are placed, are questious enveloped in the great question 
of the day. Perhaps they are not sufficiently aware of the 
danger with which they themselvesare menaced. Notwith- 
standing the solidity of their constitution, and the immense 
prosperity which they enjoy, perhaps the efforts ofthe French 
police to distort facts, to weaken the interest which our situa- 
tion inspires, and to alienate the minds of others from us, 
may at length be crowned with some success in England. 
Thus we may haye enemies that neither Mina, Morillo, nor 
Ballasteros can combat, aud so much the more dangerous 
beeause their progress is more tortuous, and their conduct 
more perfidious. Let us endeavour to beat down these ob- 
stacles waich prevent the frank, energetic, and active co- 
operation of the people of Great Britain in the cause of the 
Peninsula—a co-operation which that people owe to their 
glory, to the rank which they cccupy amongst civilized na- 
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tions, and tothe baseson which is founded their own immor- 
tal constitution. | 

It is not the restitution of Ferdinand to a throne, on 
which:he cannot maintain himself, but by the excesses of 
despotism and the phantoms of superstitution—it is not the 
defence of religion, which the Spaniards have not ceased to 
revere—it is not the repelling an attack made upon them 
without any just ground, which have excited against 
the Spanish people the sanguinary fury of the monarchs 
of Europe. It is the re-establishment of the great prin- 
ciple of the sovereignty of the people—a principle to’ which 
they owe their crowns, preserved to them by the- Spa- 
niards in 1814, buta principle which they regard as a most 
horrible attack upon their. chimerical legitimacy, and 
which has put in motion so many congresses, so many notes, 
so many diplomatic intrigues—which has set in action so 
many passions, and the destruction of which is now regarded 
in the cabinets as the ste qua non of royalty. P 

In this principle, from which we have derived so much 
vigour, so much strength, so much happiness, they see no- 
thing but the general rising of the weak against the strong, 
the universal conspiracy of general interests against the in- 
terests of a small number of families, the approaching ruin 
of a power which can only be sustained through the blind- 
ness of large masses of people, the termination of all the 
abuses on which the two colossi of absolute power and 


’ fanaticism are founded, and the restitution of nations to their 


ancient dignity, which is utterly incompatible with that false 
dignity with which it is wished to environ thrones, and the 
high ranks that surround them. They endeavoured not only 
to put in motion all the passions, but to sustain them out of 
the substance of the people. These passions were simulta- 
neously awakened in those resorts of degraded beings which 
are called courts. They wafted every where the spirit of 
vengeance, and lifted the axe of the executioner. Fear 
magnified in the eyes of those whose interests were menaced 
—the objects of their indignation. They fulminated an 
anathema against all nations, because all had wrongs to 
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avenge and rights to defend—they saw every where secret 
understandings, mysterious correspondence, poignards raised 
against the hearts of the powerful—they decided to lay the 
axe to the root, and the destruction of Spain was sanctioned 
by the unanimous consent of the oppressors of mankind. 
By diplomatic transactions, of which they scarcely tookthe 
trouble to veil the odious character, they pretended to con- 
vert this immense conspiracy into a private quarrel between 
a foreign King and an inoffensive nation. Spain was to be. 
sacrificed in hecatomb before the throne of Louis X VIIL., 
whilst the real idol extended from the banks of the Tiber to 
the vicinage of the Pole. It was undoubtedly a heavy load 
of prostitution and of vice to lay upon so execrable a minis- 
try; but there was an abundance of qualities that were all a 
monarch could desire. 

Now that the most infamous perfidy has been exhausted to 
give to this aggression a-colour of justice and necessity, now 
that foreign armies have invaded the territory of an inno- 
cent nation, now that all the train of despotism is in motion 
to strike that blow on which it stakes its existence and its 
preservation, it remains to fix the point where this criminal 
enterprize shall be stopped. Looking to ourselves we know 
to what we shall be led; we know perfectly well the fate 
which awaits us, should we be capable of retrograding in 
the road of honour, The Inquisition, with all the. refine- 
ments of its barbarous cruelty, privileges with all the depre- 
dations which accompany them, absolute power, with 
all the rage of its recriminations, and all the absurdity 
of its caprices, the degradation of slavery, the inevitably 
blind ignorance of a Jesuitical and bigoted education, the 
infernal alliance of French Ultraism with our disgusting 
monarchism, executions for the most innocent thoughts, 
espionage, denunciations—such is, doubtless the civil and 
political existence destined for us. But shall we be the only 


objects of the frensied vengeance of the Bourbons of France, 
Will they return the sword to its scabbard, after they have 


torn the pact which connects together all our interests, and 
in which our existence as a nation is based? No, they will 
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still go on, they are opposed not only to the Spanish consti- 
tution, but to all constitutions, because every constitution 
supposes, if not the general will, at least a certain respect 
for the general interests, whilst they look to no other inte- 
rests than those of their decrepid dynasty, and those of 
absolute power, with which the existence of that dynasty is 


identified. Wherever in the progress of human reason, the 
germs of independence, and of the loveof country have been 


developed, the. Bourbons of France would ‘find enemies 
whose destruction would be indispensible to their preserva- 
tion; wherever the truth was sought to be established, the 
Bourbons of. France would hasten to extinguish its light in 
torrents of human blood; wherever there was hatred of Je- 
suits, the Bourbons of France would fly to the aid of their 
allies! Wherever the words justice, truth, andeconomy were 
- pronounced with respect, the Bourbons of France would 
gorge the scaffolds, and regard such natious as associations 
of criminals, or as the resorts of wild beasts. 

And this abhorred dogma of the sovereignty of the eto 
what will they not do to efface it from the remembrance of 
mankind? The abolition of ail the acts which emanate from 
it, hostility against all the ideas resulting from it, such are 
the means which must be carried into operation to assuage 
the anger excited in the upholders of despotism by this prin- 
ciple of the common law of Europe, which is nothing in 
itselfbuta very simple rule of sound reason. The constitutions 
of Germany and the Netherlands would disappear, without 
leaving the least trace of their existence. France would 
drink to the last dregs that cup of ignominy and degrada- 
- Hon, of which it is now quaffing large draughts, under the - 
illusory regime of a violated charter; and you, also, Eug- 
lishmen, you whose arms and treasure have replaced on 
their throne that race, -which, happily for mankind, -is 
about to be extinguished in obscurity and debasement, you 
also would become the objects of its fury; and of all its ven- 
geance. 

Amongst you the principle of the sovereignity of the peo- 
ple has been sanctioned in an unassailable manner——by the 
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results of your glorious revolution—by the choice of the dy- 
nasty to whom you have confided the reins of Government - 
~—by the immense prosperity which you enjoy—by the so- 
lidity of your. rights—and by the moral influence whicti 
you exercise over all the nations of the world. This is 
therefore a crime for which you will never be pardoned in 
the Star Chamber of the Pavillion Marsan, and no effort 
will be spared to make you pay dear for the triumph of a 
political theory to which you owe such a mass of happiness. 
Undoubtedly your maratime and territorial powers place 
you beyond the reach of any attack. Undoubtedly a breath 
would suffice you to reduce that throne which you ereeted 
against the general opinion of the civilized world; but do 
you believe that the enemies of liberty bave no other 
arms-than swords and cannon?’ Do you believe that they 
would combat face to face that colossus of power which you 
have founded upon liberal ideas? No, the persecutors of li- 
berty are also the corraptors of public morals. | They 
knew. how to dissever, by means of seduction, ties which 
they dare not break. Their influence is a subtle poison 
which introduces itself every where, which corrupts all, 
and against which it is impossible to guard, You have 
morals, you have a firm Government, you have repre- 
sentatives who watch over your interests and your hap- 
piness; but are these obstacles to that which respects 
no barrier, and the whole of the morality of which lies 
in individual expediency? Let them destroy liberty on 
the continent, and they would then destroy your influence, 
which is so much the more energetic in proportion as the 
nations with whom you are allied are more free and more 
enlightened. Let them annihilate the doctrine of the sove- 
reignity of the people, and they would soon not acknow- 
ledge you as a sovereign people, who have freed yourselves 
from unworthy tutelage, and placed on the throne a dynasty 
of your choice. Let them exterminate liberty of conscience 
and the freedom of the press, and they would regard your 
island where these valuable guarantees would be preserved 
as ah immense focus of revolution and of anarchy. Let 
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them destroy the constitution of Spain, and the other 
constitutions, or imitations of constitutions, which exist in 
Europe; they would soon think it very astonishing that you 
should have a constitution, and they would direct against 
you that hatred which you would find not more inveterate 
than extensive. The general blockade, the continental plan 
would then be carried into effect, not by bayonets, or 
the diplomacy of Napoleon, but by spies and inquisitors, 
by monks and executioners. They would’ make upon 
you a war of fanaticism and intolerance; they would 
direct against you the hatred of superstition, ‘and the 
dark machinations of the police. You would have to 
combat against a new age of barbarism—against the in- 
terests of all the social superiorities—against the thunders of 
Rome launched by the hand of Cossacks—against the invi- 
sible action of an inyuisitorial diplomacy—against Europe, 
combined under the yoke of a despotism, degraded by sla- 
very, led astray by fanatical ideas, and made to avenge the 
wrongs of its iniquitious oppressors. It is with Spain, that 
this anti-social system. has commenced. Who shall say, 
where it will terminate—who can mark out the line where 
its influence will be stopped? 

The cause of Spain is, therefore, the cause of all nations, 
which have not renounced all sense of their dignity—it is 
still more the cause of England, which naturally places 
itself, both by its priority in the road of liberty, and by the 
empire which it exercises, founded in liberal ideas, at the 
head of all nations, who love them, and who expect through 
their means a long career of-prosperity. 

It is not, therefore, as a humble mendicant, Englishmen, 
that Spain presents herself before you to implore your be- 
nevolence, but as a sister who shews to you her wounds, in- 
flicted on her by an enemy who is also yours, and as a 
friend who claims your co-operation in defence of rights 
similar to your own. She is not abandoned and left with- 
out resource; she has on her side her love for liberty, her in- 
vincible courage, her virtues—but your decision in her 
favour must sanction the disavowal which you have made 
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of the oppression of which it: is sougkt,te render her the 
victim; and you must let the whole world see that her 
cause is no other than yours—the enemies of liberty must 
recognise in you its advanced posts, its most jealous defen- 
ders, its mast ardent friends. Liberty is one ;—the blows 
aimed at it-on the banks of the Tagus will be felt on the 
banks of the Thames. Repel these . base attacks—pro- 
nounce from the height of your power.a terrible anathema 
—strike at those ridiculous individuals who, perhaps, reckon 
upon your silence and your inactivity. Let them see that 
you know bow to act and to conduct yourselves, when you 
find compromised the general interests of humanity—demon- 
strate to, them that they cannot attack with impunity the 
sacred soil upon which you have founded the vast edifice 
of your prosperity, your morals, and your laws. 

Your silence under these circumstances would be the tri- 
umph of aristocratical principles which the Bourbons of 
France and their protectors, the tyrants of the North would 
erect in the place of that public reason, which repels the 
ideas of feudal tyranny and oppression. Your silence would 
encourage all the enterprises which may henceforth be direct- 
ed against the political existence of nations. Your silence 
would afflict, and fill with apprehension all free and virtu- 
ous nen. Your silence, in short would be a tacit abdica- 
tion of the superiority which you exercise over the political 
stateofEurope. For this influence, of which you are justly 
proud, because it is the result of your wise constitution, this 
influence which your wealth, your industry, and your mari- 
time power give you, is a blessing for all mankind, if it serve 
as a barrier to the ambitious views of the despots, and to their 
sanguinary vengeance; but it becomes a scourge and a public 
calimity, if it abandons itself to acriminal repose, when all the 
foundations of morality are shaken, when social existence is 
about to be merged in the depth of despotism, when the nations 
which have shared danger and glory with you, are exposed 
to the attacks of a ferocious violence, which is preparing 
for them chains more degrading than .hose which at another 
period excited your indignation and impelled you to take 
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arms with a noble enthusiasm which will ever reflect honour 
on the generosity of your sentiments: The oppressors te- 
gard you still more attentively than the oppressed ; ' they 
study your movements; they watch your conduct. Re- 
Main tranquil; be mute spectators of the struggle im the 
_ Peninsula, and you will see what infernal joy will appear in 
their writings and their language. Butif proud of your 
nartie! ‘and of the recollections connected with your history, 
you ‘take the only attitade which becomes ‘you; ‘if the 
names of Talavéra and Vittoria are’ not’ effaced from your 
, mémory’; if publi¢ opinion, of whicH the influence is so pow- 
érful’in your country, ispires that noble courage which has 
already been crowned with so may laurels in ‘my ‘native 
land, then you will witnéss the destruction of that immense 
machinery which has been élevated-without your participa- 
tion; to erect the tomb of liberty; then you will make those 
ty rahts’tremble’ on ‘their thronés, who never bélieve them 
- fitthly established, bat when they are connected by. ‘Slavery 
and’ carnage ‘then hynins of gratittde will be ‘addressed to 
you from all quarters of the earth, by all whose feelings are 
“not degraded by’ a°debasing subjection. But if we ‘must 
“descend from ‘these high ‘considerations to others which are 
“intimately Gonneéted with’ your interests, it would be easy 
to"dem onstrate how’ iiuch’ those’ interests ‘are endangered, 
héw ‘much the sourées Of your prosperity ate compromised 
if contitental despotism can indulge without restraint in all 
‘its rash desires.’ ' Arid Gf ‘we turn our eyes towards Portugal, 
“and jirdge'6f its fatdte condition, if the’ French armies should 
tritim pl in the rést of the Peninsula, do you imagine that’ the 
Bourbons of Fratice’ would respect the assurances of peace 
“and good-will they have lavished towards 'the cabinet of 
Lisbon:? Do you*believe that this cabinet would obtain a 
sécure and independent existence, as a compensation for the 
inconceivable apathy with which it regards the cause of 
Spain? Do you believe in short, that you would be per- 
‘mitted to exercise over Portugal that unbounded influence, 
which has been for ages one of the essential foundations of 
your policy? Know better the serpents, ‘which you have 
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generously warmed in your bosom. Once masters of Spain, 


the Bourbons would recompense, by the subjection of 
Portugal, by the total abolition of their new institutions, the 
anaccountable deference which they have obtained from the 
present ministers at Lisbon. Enemies of the English name, 
and of English commerce, would fill the ports and towns. 
They would persecute in English influeuce, and in all the 
relations with England the dissemination of enlightened and 
liberal ideas... This conjecture is not chimerical. _Consider © 
the spring which sets in motion, the force of France. Look 
at Russia, half civilized Russia, without finances, with- 
out any other aid than that which a banker of London 
lends her; see ber working in secret to obtain fresh 
aggrandizement; view her efforts to extend her power 
to those southern regions from which the first sparks 
of liberal ideas burst forth, and say if you believe her 
to, be, so. discreet in her views, so moderate. in her 
plans, as to renounce the advantages which she might 
derive from the triumph of the French armies in the Pe- 
ninsula. For who can be ignorant that the present Go- — 
vernment of France is only a blind instrument of the policy 
of the cabinet of St. Petersburgh ? And where will the zeal 
of the Villeles and the Chateaubriands stop, when they see 
themselves supported and emboldened by a power which 
makes slavery the essential basis of its existence? Now, all 
these ideas of passive obedience, of blind devotion to those 
who rule, are diametrically opposed to, and absolutely 
incompatable with, the liberal spirit of your institutions, 
with which your civil and commercial relations are impreg- 
nated. Russia and France will never. think their system 
consolidated as long as a corner of continental Kurope.shall 
remain under the influence of England. In ]814 your 
ministry required from Ferdinand that the blood of the li- 
berals should ‘not be split; and do you believe that the 
Bourbons would wish to see, themselves exposed to receive a 
similar invitation, so contrary to their character and to their 
views? And do you believe that they will not make every 
imaginable effort to put it out of your power to do so? 
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And see how they labour already to: discourage the pub- 
lic spirit in England with reference to the cause:of Spain. 
Their ridiculous lies, their false reports cireulate every;day - 
in‘ your public journals, while: whole months elapse without 
any intelligence from Spain appearing in. them. ; Atilength 
these daily impressions influence the general opinion, and for 
my’ own part I can assure you that nothing equalled my. sur- 
prise on landing in England, to observe the false notions, 
which ‘prevail in many of your political circles, with, respect 
tothe situation of Spain. 1 haveheard of discouragement, 
of failour:of-resources, of .1.:know not what-dispositions, on 
the part iof the new. ministers of the Cortes to: submit to; :the 
views of France: Permit me-to pause a little on these,im- 
portant points, and to submit:some facts: to you, instead, of 
those vague ideas:with which the opinion of the, people,of 
‘England is poisoned. Spain presents at present, many, points 
ofiresistance and of attack. Catalonia is defended by, the 
heroic» Mina at the head of:22,000 veterans, the number. of 
whieh he’ has notchosen to augment; in his,rear the battali- 
ons“of the (brave Caralans, well-disciplined, excellent:marks- 
men, and jealous.as.they always have been of their indepen- 
dence, oecapy ‘the mountains; and. make incursions in the 
plains, intercepting every where the convoys and communi- 
cations ’and-continually harassing the detached, corps, of the 
_ enemy: ‘Al those operations;are made} in, unison. with the 
brave Ballasteros, who occupiesithe ancient kingdom of Va- 
lentia, a country fruitful in resources of every kind, where 
he is Utganizing-the army. whichis to fall, on the left, wing of 
the French, if they should advance towards Andalusia, The 
strong’ places of the:northern province are in our possession, 
and.are to be'considered as so many strong points d-apput 
to the Guerillas that occupy these provinces. Galicia comes 
next with her inaccessible mountains; with ber serious de- 
‘voted, ‘and’ warlike- population. There Morilla prepares 
those bold strokes; those unexpected movements, which have 
placed him at the head of the best generals of modern times. 
“On his right, in the beautiful forest Estremadura, are the can- 
tonments of the army of Abisbal, an army which, whatever 
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may become of its chief, will never abandon the cause of li- 
berty, for the troops which compose it have signalized more 
than once their courage and‘ their enthusiasm, which the 
French themselves have been compelled to admit, when 
desirous of stating as certain the defection of that chief, 
which is not yet ascertained, they declared that he was aban- 
doned by his troops: Andalusia, that vast focus of patriot- 
ism/and love of liberty, lavishes her resources: on the brave 
Villacam pa, charged. with the honourable task: of defending 
to the last extremity the assylum of the King and. the Na- 
tional: Congress: °° In the interior of Spain, the ancient chiefs 
ofthe GueriHas have resumed their influence and their, posi- 
tions: ‘The Empecinado acts in Old: Castle, and Chalieo in 
La’ Mancha. ' Numerous armed and well-diseiplined bands 
have/gone forth from: Madrid.and other important towns. 
Among them'we see a considerable number of men who have 
declared openly for the cause of liberty, and who will not 
forfeit their principles, and’ remain at home exposed tothe 
rage of the factious.. Eighty thousand raw recruits, discou- 
raged by the prospectjof-a national war—eighty.thousand 
men commanded by a prince, and by generals without ta- 
lents, have been rashly thrown-into the: midst of these nume- 
rous elements of destruction...» And) yet we are-told of the 
discouragement ‘of those who-see: themselves.so, superior! 
And it is attempted to persuade us: that those who haye re- 
sisted’ all the bind of Sees: will yield.toahandfal. of 
slaves! ) 6.81) 
The’ Cortes, who have frustrated the plans of indrignees by 
their retreat im. Andalusia;:the Cortes, who shortly,before 
their departure for Madrid, declared:iniso\noble and, energe- 


_ tic\a manner their firm attachment ito the constitution; the 


Cortes, who see themselves surrounded) by an, euthusiastic 
population, by a brave and numerous-army; the Cortes are 
to sully their glorious career by a base desertion of those 
principles which they have promulgated in the face of all 
Europe! The Cortes, who see the Spanish arms triumphant 
in every part of the Peninsula, are gratuitously to go and 
offer an ignominious homage tu the foreigners whom they 
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see ready to be overw helmed by the explosion of the patriot- 
ism of the nation and the army ! Men do not act inthis way ; 
such conduct is contrary to all that we know of the human 
heart. It is never the conqueror who submits to. the cendi- 
tions of the conquered; it is never the stronger who, listens to 
the imperious dictates of their weaker antagonists. 

With respect to the new ministry, itis enough to name Ca- 
trava and Tandiola, to be assured that men who, have suffered 
long and cruel persecution for the constitution, cannot, be dis- 
posed to throw -it away, merely because itso pleases .a Go- 
verament,, which can only maintain itself by; the terror) of 
arms, and ‘the infamies of its police. 

Thus vanish the chimeras with which it, is ahemaaiiak to 
délude the people of England, to paralyse the noble enthu- 
siasm, of their generosity, and to, disineline them more.and 
more from. a cause which they ought to regard:as their, own, 
and, to defend as. they. would defend the basis of ,thein own 
political existence. In vain; is it attempted to give a ludi- 

‘crous ‘aspect | to, the interest. which you take in our cause, 
and to compare your aid and.succour to that which isaf- 
forded to iendicants,, One, of those. journals which » dis- 
grace the press by their prostitution to power, has attempted 
this unworthy expedient to check your zeal, and,arrest your 
activity. But under this appearance, of ridicule is concealed 
a real fear of seeing you stretch a friend towards us; ‘of see- 
ing you come to our aid and defence; for they well-know - 
that there is no moral force in the world comparable to, that 
which the. people of, England exercise, not only over their 


own Government, but over all. the civilized) nations of - ~ 


Europe, and they. well know, too, that the nations, in, gene- 
ral, do not yield to. the limited views of a gloomy policy—to 
the puerile intrigues of cabinets—to the insidious manceuvres 
of diplomacy; that great moral ideas, the gereral interests 
of humanity, and the crimes of ambition can alone put them 
in motion; and tbat when once roused from their habitual 
apathy by these powerful levers, every thing yields to their — 
just wrath. The power of conquerors vanishes like a breath of 
wind; and the assuming dexterity of negociations and con- 
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gresses seems only re impotent effort of a puerile ambi- 
tion.’ 

You have proved these truths by an example ever memo- 
rable-—when, by a general and spontaneous movement, you 
flew'to our aid; you were prodigal of your blood and your 
treasure when the policy of Napoleon would have subjected 
you to his victorious car. You then saw nothing but the 
evérinity ofthe crime, and you knew that it belonged to you 
to' punish it ‘and ‘avenge the offence committed against alt the 
nations ‘of theiearth. And can we compare the war in 1808 
with that of the present period? Then; at least; the Gothic- 
ism of our institutions—the absurd arbitrary power which 
weiglied upon our heads—the dissenSions in the royal family, 
gave Some’ specious pretexts to the astonishing man who 
came'to ‘restore public tranquillity and cement social happi- 
ness‘in ‘a' neighbouring nation; ‘but what do the Bourbons of 
France séek; except to plunge us into\barbatism and ‘estab- 
lish ‘amongst tis that fantastic divine right—thaf’ incohiceiva- 
blelegitimacy, wnder thé shadow of which they think that 
every thing’ is permitted to them, and that every thing. be- 
longs to ‘them. Under what pretext can'it be sought to de- 
stroy the institutions of a people Who seek to create them by 
theforce'of their will, and by the unanimous consent of all in- 
dividuals? © And how can a’ Government meddle in the af- 
fairs of a neighbouring people, when it has violated all the 
pacts‘entered into with that whith jit governs—when it has 
drawn upon it more and more their execrations ; and when 
it only ‘rulesby over burdening +hem ‘with onerous taxes—by 
destroying the natural representation, and covering “the un- 


_ fortanate soil with scaffolds’ and denunciators% 2 ‘Such is the 


dreadful ‘state of ‘ciremstances, caused by prinees imbued 
with fatal maxims, who will thus precipitate their dynasty 
from’ that throne to which they were restored by a deplora- 
ble policy ; and ‘such is the’perspective which they offer to 


that noble and generous Spain, who has signalized in all ages, 


and by so’ many striking examples, hér love for indepen- 
dence. ‘No, such a scandal will ‘not be afforded in this age 
of intelligence, and when we see figure at the head of Euro- 
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pean policy a magnanimous people, whose wise institutions 
are founded precisely upon principles incompatible with the 
sacrilegious policy of the French Government. No, Eng- 
land will not tranquilly witness this sanguinary contest, in 
which her cause is attacked and her interests menaced, The 
impulse has been given in the capital; it: will be followed 
through the English territories. i 
It is by this splendid act of your will and your power that 
you will put down atia single blow the rash and'melancho- 
ly system of the monarchs of the North—it is thus that you 
will relegate to the ice of the Pole the base slavery with 
which all the nations of the continent are menaced —it is thus 
that you will preserve’ your superiority, and that. you will 
enlarge the sphere of your influence, accompanying it by ‘all 
the blessings which are the necessary consequence of tolera- 
ration, philosophy, liberty, knowledge, and independence. 
» onus) JOSEPH JOACHIM DE.MORA, 
London, June 8, 1823.' | 





_ 


‘TO MR. R. CARLILE, DORCHESTER GAOL. 


FRIEND AND CITIZEN, Sheffield, June 1, 1823, 
Ir gives me pleasure, inexpressible, in, being enabled to transmit to 
you the inclosed sum of £3. 9s. bld. to assist in enabling you to bear 
up against the overwhelming tide of oppression, imprisonment,,.and 
fines imposed upon you and your assistants, by men interested in sup- 
porting and fostering error, and in maligning and persecuting these 
who will not subscribe to their views. WO 

To you our thanks are due, for your unparalleled sacrifices in dis- 
seminating those philanthropic principles which place man in his 
proper sphere, dispense with those slavish distinctions which are a 
disgrace to ‘rational beings, inculcate universal benevolence, and ap- 
preciate moral worth. 3B 

_ For this, accept the thanks and the trifle enclosed from the annexed. 
subscribers in the apathetic Sheffield; the cause of which apathy you 
so truly delineated in your address to them, 


I am in their behalf, Yours, &c. 
J: TURTON. 


P. S. Incloséd you will find two small sums for Mrs, Wright and W. 
Tunbridge, which please to forward to them as a testimony of the re- 
spect of the donors for their conduct; not that they make any distinc- 
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with your worthy assistants, but on account of the application of those 
detestable and oppressive fines, where there is nothing to pay with, 


nor meri ited. 


Adam Renwick 

W ;iTindley 

George Moore 

George Walton, a Materialist 

W. Ragg 

Samuel Shaw 

Samuel Wilson 

Frauces Marsden: 

Robert, Daff 

Joseph Andrews 

— Horsfalk 
iddleton a 

Au Wilkinson 

JohfY Driver 

M..,. Furness 

W. Calvert 

Thomas’ Lee 

Moses Evers.,, 


George Hargreaves | 
John Wo tfiead 
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Z. B.., "Sen. 

Z.B, the world is my Coun- 
try, and to do good my Re- 
ligion 

J.B, 

C. B. P 

James Padl 

Jogo ol 9 


A Friend to Carlile 

A Priend to Religious Liberty 

A-Frend 

Widow Man 

Charles Ward, an Enemy 
to Craft and Deceit 

William, Webster, a lover of 
rd uth 

1 Shaw 

Benjamin Bray, a Friend to 
Free Enquiry 

Not ashamed of my Name, but 
afraid of my Pension 

George Oates 


Mrs. Wright. 


A. Renwick 
W. Lindley 
George Moore 
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George Howe 

James Ridge 

Samuel Evafis 

W. Evans 

W. M. on 
T. Broomhead 


Jobo Frith 

Elliot 

—— Bootli 
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George Nadin _ 

James Thorp 

Charles Needham 

A Friend 

W. Lee 

A’ Friend “ 

An Enemy to Corruption ay d- 
the Bate Stree nec raili 1 1 

A Frienll’te Reform 

An Enemy to the, | Bridge, 
Street Gang 

A Friend 

Liberty 

Liberty of the Press, , 

A Friend, J. 

Religious Liberty 

The fall of Tyranny 

A Friend to the Innocent 
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‘Chatles Ragg, a Priend toe! 
Free Discussion, and hater 
of Religious Intoleronce, 
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T. a Friend, free; able, and 
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moment, to roll the great 
Stone from, the door of R, 
Carlile’s Prison. 
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s. 
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TO MR. THOMAS TURTON, SHEFFIELD. 





CITIZEN, Dorchester Goal, June 9, 1823. 
THouGH I am very unfortunate in an agency in Sheffield, I 
am happy to find that it is not altogether from the want of 
friends in sentiment in that town. I have been again obliged 
to stop sending you “ The Republican,” from the want of 
the necessary return of money from the agent; but I am 
- looking out for au honest man to send to Sheffield as an agent, 
who shall scour the neighbourhood well for me, and intro- 
duce some more wholesome principles. I want agents that 
will go round the country in their neighbourhood, to the ex- 
tent of ten or a dozen miles, and plant the scions of liberty 
and sound principles with a bold and masterly hand: bid- 
ding defiance to persecution. Persecution, that will restrain 
the progress of our principles, is now entirely destroyed; 
and | find such an excitement in many new neighbourhoods 
to get at my publications, that if I cannot get to Spain, I. 
have no fear but that I shall be able to make an important 
campaign at home this year. , 

In the name of Mrs, Wrightand Mr. Tunbridge I return you 
thanks, and assure you, that those of my assistants who are 
now in prison deserve all the reward and encouragement that 
can be given them. There are now six_of them: in Cold 
Bath Fields Prison, Mrs. Wright, William. Tunbridge, and 
James Watson: in Giltspur Street Compter, Humphrey 
Boyle, Joseph Rhodes, and William Holmes. Theconduct 
of the whole of them has been that of perfect devotedness to 
the cause they have advocated; for to tell me that any indi- 
vidual will calculate upon motives of gain, in exposing him- 
self to a long imprisonment, is what I will not hear. 

{ am determined to increase my acquaintance with. you in 
Sheffield by some means or other: so return you thanks and 
promise that you shall soon hear further from me. 


Respectfully Y ours, 
R. CARLILE. 
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LETTER FROM MRS. WRIGHT TO THE CHRIS- 
TIAN JUDGE BAILEY. 





i 


Cold Bath Fields Prison, June 1, Year 1823, 
Cilrisrran Sir, of the-Jast of the human Gods. 

ONE of the victims to your hypocrisy and wickedness, ven- 
tures to raise her yoice from her. dungeon, as another, at- 
tempt to excite a war between, your hands and that judicial 
wig, which you find too hot for your brain when in a state 
of bigotted, fanatical, and persecating fury! Pardon her he- 
retical, obstinacy ; but, amidst the every-day gloom of her 
dungeon and her prospects, she cannot help smiling at ,the 
recollection of the furious manner in which you wreaked 
your Christian vengeance upon the work of, the barber, be- 
cause’ you.could not give it vent With Your hands. on the 
hair of. jts real object. The law is defective in cases of fe- 
ligious persecution, in as much as it does 1gt now allow the 
Christian Judges to inflict some dérnorat plinishment with 
their own hands, upon those depraved creatures who pre- 
sume. to exercise their own rational faculties; by daring. to 
think for themselves, and’to think differently too from the 
creed established by law and the love of tithes! The 
Catholic fathers. of the church, bishop Bonner and others, 
used to exercise their Christian spirit and holy zeal, in la- 
cerating,- with their own hands, the flesh, and in disjoint- 
ing their’ doubting and obstinate children; and it is 
rather Surprising to ‘me, that in your ‘close adherance to 
precedents, you should have relifiquishéd this paternal right, 
, this religious, this judicial ceremony’! “Had you acted up 
to the letter of the so-called common law; you might have 
sparéd yotr Own senseless wig, and have been worthy of 
your high and holy office, in pulling oufmy hair by the 
roots in a traly religious and Christian manner! There is 
yet time, in the present session of Parliament, for the holy 
Mr, Peel. to: get_this old right; this part of the com- 
mon law, recognized by statute; and then, Mr. Chris- » 
tian Judge Bailey, you will have your paradise on earth ; 
for paradise means nothing more than a true and full enjoy- 
ment of our passions, whether good or bad. 
No, 24. Vol. VII. 
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Christian, | am happy to inform you, that all the veno- 

, mous letters, from you and your fellow Christians to the 
Magistrates and Keeper of this Gaol, have failed in their re- 
commendation to get me and my infant locked up in a se- 
parate cell, where I could not obtain day-light or air, with- 
out being exposed to the inclemency of the weather. Many 
such letters have been received by the managers of this 
Gaol; though'none of you, Christians, dared to put your 
names to them! Your are all anxious to torture if you can 
do it in the dark, but none of you venture to sign your 
names to an order for that purpose; and thus all your de- 
sires on that score are. defeated ; for though, as in the case 
of Bridle, the Gaolers and Magistrates are sure that they 
will have your approbation instead of punishment, they fear 
to have their deeds published to the world; and this public 
tribunal is much more terrific to them, than yours has been 
to me! , 

When you sent me to Newgate, in November last, you 
found a Gaoler to your mind. Mr. Wontner told me, when 
I complained, that he was sure it was your intention to have 
me treated as a felon, with the heaviest possible puntshment, 

and, therefore, I must be contént to make my bed upon the 
Soul mats and blankets that were before me, in the most hor- 
rid place and with the most odious characters that were in 
Newgate! Anonymous letters were enough for Gaoler 
sae, but they have not operated to my injury in this 
aol! 

You have not only forgotten your Christian maxim, that 
cursed is he that separateth man and wife; but you have 
inflicted a fine of a hundred pounds upon the wife of a man, 
who hardly ever saw so much money atone time, and who 
never earned more than enough to feed and clothe his fa- 
mily in the most plain manner. You mightjustas well have 
fined. me a huudred thousand pounds as a hundred, in addi- 
tion to an imprisonment of one and twenty months: and all 
this because I wanted to offer you arguments in law and jus- 
tice, which you could not answer, and which you would 
not therefore hear! If you have any thing to say to excite 
our mercy we will hear you, said the Chief Justice, but we 
have no mercy for those who will dispute our dicta, as to 
what is right and wrong, nor will we hear them! 

Gather fortitude, Christian Judge Bailey, against the 
hour of your trial; when Justice presides in the Court of 
King’s Bench, you willbe a criminal at her bar,’and | shall 
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be one of yaur accusers! That hour approaches, and will 
overtake you, if you do not follow your late patron Casile- 
reagh and inflict justice on yourself prematurely. 

Conscious that in opinion [am right: cheerful in my dun- 
geoh’s solitude: happy even in my widowhood: proud in 
being the Christian’s victim: smiling on each pang as you 
inflict them, 

I remain, Yours, &c. 


SUSANNA WRIGHT, 








TO MR. R. CARLILE, DORCHESTER GAOL. 





Sir, | May 20, 1823. 

I HAve read with considerable attention, the correspondence between 
yourself and Mr, Fitton, in No, 13, vol. 7, of the ‘ Republican.” 
There is certainly much sound and powerful reasoning in both letters, 
yet at the same time, in my humble opinion, they neither of them 
are wholly free from objectionable matter. It is not my intention on 
the present occasion to occupy your pages with a string of fulsome 
compliments, on those parts of your letters which correspond with 
my own sentiments, because such a procedure could not be productive 
of any information, either to you or myself; my object is rather to 
notice such parts, as I either do not comprehend, or that do not fall in 
with my own ideas, with a view of promoting further discussion, and 
gaining further information on the important subjects connected with, 
or treated upon, in those letters, 

Mr. F.asks: ‘* Do you suppose that there is no power in the crea- 
tion superior to the power of man?”’ You answer this by saying, that 
“On the ground of design, you have no hesitation whatever in say- 
ing, that you do believe, that. there i8-no power superior in that 
point of view, to the power of man.” 

Lam sare you will not be offended at my saying, that at present, 1 ma- 
terially differ from you on this subject. To me, at least, it appears that 
every part of the creation (or unzverse if you like that term better) 
bespeaks design in its construction, The hard and almost impene- 
trable shell of the tortoise, for instance, is designed to shield the 
body of that animal from external accidents and injuries; to which, 
owing to the slowness of its motion, it is eontinually exposed: The 
hare, on the other hand, is wholly destitute of organs, either offensive 
or defensive; but this is compensated by the structure of its body, 
which is designed for speed, by which means it escapes numerous 
dangers and accidents to which it would be otherwise continually 
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liable. The eyes of a hare, are also so placed, on each side of its 
head, as to enable that animal to take in a whole circle; the design 
of which evidently is, that it may the more readily perceive its ene- 
mies; let them come from what quarter they may. The long and 
flexible trunk of the elephant, is designed to accomodate that un- 
wieldy animal, with means of procuring its:own meat and drink; 
which it could scarcely, if at all, accomplish without that necessary 
appendage. 

The planets, Jupiter and Saturn, are furnished with a number of 
satellites, or moons, the design of which, it cannot be doubted, is to 
furnish those planets with an additional quantity of light: or which, 
otherwise, owing to their great distance from the Sun, they would be 
much deficient. All the planets too, as well as the earth which we in- 
habit, revolve upon theirseveral axis, with the design of bringingall their 
partstothelightand heatofthe Sun, But theorderand harmony, with 
which the planats move round the Sun, in their respective orbits, has at 
all times appeared to me, a more striking proof of design, than any 
other thing. This I have before noticed in No. 14, Vol. 6 of ** The 
Republican,” to which you made a reply, in the same number. I 
am not however aware, that it requires either the science of Sir | 
Isaac Newton, or Sir Richard Phillips, to discover that it requires the 
action of two forces, at least, to cause a body to move in a curve, the 

-two forces, must also act in different directions; and at some deter- 
minable angle with each other; for if the twe forces act in the same, 
or in precisely opposite directions to each other, they would in that 
case cause the body aeted upon, to move ina right line. This will 
all appear evident by considering, that if a stone be let fall from the 
top of a steeple, it will fall in a straight line to the ground, for in 
this case, it is acted upon by the force of attraction or gravity only. 
if the stone be thrown downward, from the hand, (or by other means) 
it will then be acted upon by two forces, viz. the attractive force, 
and the force of the hand, (which 1 shall call the projectile, or a 
mechanical force) but in this case also, the stone will descend 
in a right line, because the two forces are in the same direc- 
tion. “If the stone be thrown directly upwards, it will continue 
to ascend in a right line, till the attractive force overcomes 
the projectile force, and then it will begin to descend; in the same 
right line to the ground; but if the stone be thrown in an horizontal 
direction, it will move in a line more or less curved, depending upon 
the proportionate quantity of the two forces, and their directions to 
each other. ’ 

Now, it is well known to astronomers, that the planets (like all 
other bodies) mutually attract each other, and we have just seen, 
that if they were acted upon by the power of attraction (or one 
force) only, they would, like other bodies, move in straight lines. 
But it is known that they move in circles round the Sun, and 
therefore they must have received a projectile or mechanical 
force also, and seeing that such a-force is wholly out of man’s 
power, I therefore am Jed to the conclusion that it must have been 
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the effect of an almighty designing power. I am aware that you 
will tell me, that this designing almighty power is a phantom of my 
own mind, and-you will probably eall upon me to give some descrip- 
of it; but I candidly tell you, that | can do no such thing, I have 
Jong since (to use your own expression) ‘* swept from my mind” all 
idea of a God, at all resembling the whimsical, arbitrary, and crvel 
_ God represented in the Jew books; but still in opposition to you, I 
do notthink any combination of matter could ever produce an original 
man, without the aid of such a designing power; and when you 
mention the spontaneous ** production of insects, by putrid animal 
matter,”’ { think you have gone beyond the limits, which in a sub- 
Sequent part of your letter you have prescribed to yourself, viz. ‘to 
admit nothing that cannot be proved, and to believe nothing which 
we cannot comprehend,” for, Sir, at present, my opinion is, that all 
the insects you speak of, have their parents, in a similar manner to 
the larger animals; and that you cannot prove to the contrary, al- 
though you profess to believe it. 

Mr. F.’s argument in favour of a future state of rewards and punish- 
ments, are not to me very convincing, he says, that ‘f justice requires 
that the virtuous should be hereafter rewarded, and the vicious 
punished: but [ would ask, do not virtue and vice, bring their 
own rewards and punishments along with them in this world? Per- 
haps, “Mr. F, will answer that, that is not always the case, well may 
be, it is not always the case, though | think, that generally speak- 
ing it will be found to be so; but we frequently see men who 
were by nature born blind, deaf, dumb, cripples, idiots, and in 
various ways imperfect. To such as these, 1 suppose, Mr. F. is 
willing to allow greater rewards hereafter, than to those who are born 
perfect, and yet this would be only making a sportive being of the 
creator, by saying that he punishes men with infirmities in this world 
for the mere sake of rewarding them in the next! Again Mr. 
F, gives to man a soul, hereafter to be rewarded or punished, because 
says he, ‘‘ Man can reason and speak, which other animals are in- 
capable of doing ;’’ in the first place this argument, if it were strictly 
true, is no proof of an after state; but I cannot, like Mr. F.,deny the 
power of reasoning in all other animals except men. 

The following anecdote may somewhat tend to illustate this sub- 
ject. A_short time since I kept a poney and an ass for my chidren 
_ to ride upon, these two were constant companions, till I was obliged 

to part with the ass, because she was so expert at opening doors 
and gates, that there was not one about my premises, or upon my 
farm, that she could not open whether on the inside or the ouiside ; 
she would get the handle of a door in her mouth and turn it round, 
lift ap alatch, or push back a spring as the case might require, and 
go into the stack-yard, and help herself to what she liked best. The 
poney had not learnt the knack of opening doors or gates; but when 
the ass was about to open a door, or a gate, the poney was sure to be _ 
neck to neck with the ass, and push through at the same time, for 
fear of the door, or gate, closing before it got through. Now this 
could not be instinct in either the one or the other, reason only could 
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have taught them thus to accomplish the object they had in view; 
and if we look around us, we may soon find numbers of the human 
species not possessed of half so much reason as this pony and the 
ass, - - 

In your reply to Mr. F. you speak of “ mineral life.” 1 believe 
I understand what you mean by animal and vegetable life, but I do 
not comprehend what is intended by mineral life—it is the first time 
I ever heard of such a thing. , 

Think not, my good Sir, that 1 have written this letter for the 
sble purpose of raising difficulties and objections, no, my object as l 
have before said, is to promote a further discussion on such parts of 
your letters as do not appear to me to be very satisfactorily ex- 
plained. . é; 

It gives me great pleasure to see the manly manner in which 
Messrs. Hume, Burdett, Ricardo, and others have advocated you and 
your family’s cause in parliament, and am quite delighted with the 
unblemished moral charauter which Mr. Hume gave you and which 
not one of the despots could deny, although they sneeringly cried 
‘hear, hear.”? Go on, my good Nir, inthe course you have begun, 
you have nearly conquered; and it is my firm belief, that your perse- 
cutors will be glad to release you from your prison, before the end of 
the present session, without your fines being paid; and that free 
discussion will be.obtained before the end of another. May health 


and prosperity attend you, is the sincere wish of your’s truly, : 
1, G, 





TO MR, R. CARLILE, DORCHESTER GAOL. 





Sir, Edinburgh, May 22, 1823. 
I OBSERVE with satisfaction that you receive many letters from 
your friends, approving of your conduct, and condemning your per- 
secutors, I hope, that Freethinkers will be men of deeds as 
well as words, that they will not forget to contribute towards the 
payment of your fines, in order to accomplish your liberation. You 
‘have formerly heard from me on that subject; if your fines are not 
remitted, I mean to do something more to assist in paying them. 
The passing of such a sentenceon you displays the spirit of Christian- 
ity, in a most striking point of view; and keeping you in prison for 
those enormous fines, prove that our judges and rulers are as much 
disposed as ever to persecute, that they would use similar methods 
to protect and foster the same superstition, as their ancestors did who 
used the rack and faggots in former times, to convert or extermi- 
nate unbelievers. 

There is one point expressed in your writings.in which I differ 
materially from you in opinion. You brand many of your persecu- 
tors (and even our Lord Advocate) as Atheists who are hypocrites, 
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and who, for the sake of gain, persecute men for expressing opinions 
which they are conscious to be true. This is probably correct in 
some cases, but surely not in many. I believe, that Freethinkers 
suffer more from zealous bigots, and fanatics than from. hypocrites, 
I hope that few Atheists would continue to persecute men of the 
same opinions as themselves; if they do_there is something wrong 
even in their principles ; and they ave greater villains than the serious 
bigot! But to denounce persecutors as Atheists, is only bringing 
disgrace upon Materialism, by representing Atheist as utterly un- 
principled ; in doing so, you indirectly pay a compliment to religion 
and say thata religious man would not be so bad. 

In judging of mens’ conduct, | always allow them to have as much 
real religion as they choose to profess. If they live loosely, act un- 
justly, oppress, and persecute their fellow-men, I never call them hy- 
pocrites nor doubt their religion. Men may be cruel tyrants, mon- 
sters of oppression, and yet very religious. Religion, or superstition, 
is seldom acheck upon vicious practices,.or tyrannical conduct. Iam 
of opinion that very religious men are generally the most cruel pesecu- 
tors. Ireally believe that Philip LI. andthe Duke of Alva were very reli- 
gious men; that the beloved Ferdinand, the pious Alexander, Louis le 
desiré, and all the other members of the Holy Alliance, are very re- 
ligtous men; and that the worthy Bishop of Clogher, or any of the 
Christian slave-traders, and slave-masters in the West Indies, are as 
religious as the godly Mr. Wilberforce! We may even safely allow 
that the Dey of Algiers, and the Grand Mufti at Constantinople are 
religious men. I see no reason to doubt that they are all very reli- 
gious; but there is a more important question to be asked what in- 
fluence their religion has upon their moral conduct. If it instructs 
and enjoins them to promote, by every means in their power, the 
happines of their fellow men; then it is good. If it does not this; 
but, on the contrary, makes them cruel, unfeeling bigots, they had 
better have no religion. It is always the religion itself, the founda- 
tion of the whole, that I wish to examine, and to judge of ‘the con- 
duct of its professors allowing them to be sincere in their professions. 
This I think is better than to denounce them as Atheistical hypocrites ; 
because, in:doing so, you only attack knaves and leave the real sub- 
ject the religion itself untouched, 

I am, Sir, your sincere Friend, 


ROBERT AFFLECK, 





TO MR. ROBERT AFFLECK, EDINBURGH. 





j 


Sir, Dorchester Gaol, June 5, 1823. 
THERE is much of good sense in the objection you have 
taken toa part of my writings. I agree to all you say ; only, 
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I conceit, that in taking a deeper view of mankind, I 
have been led into expressions, the tenour of which, you 
have not rightly taken according to my meaning. JI am 
clearly of opinion, that neither religion nor its absence has 
any influence over the moral conduct, or the natural pas- 
sions of mankind. In the present state of mankind, a reli- 
gious man may be as moral as an Atheist, and an Atheist 
may. be as.immoral as a religious fanatic. If all men were 
Atheists, there would be good and bad men, virtue and vice 
would exist among them, nearly to the same extent as at 
present. Taking a general view of mankind, I am convine- 
- ed, that nothing will restrain and controul their passions, 
but that species of equal power which equai knowledge and 
equal laws will produce. Religion may increase hypo- 
crisy, but it never did improve bad men, nor make those 
better which were good. Morality, 1 would define as an 
imposition of that restraint upon one’s self, which equal 
power and equal laws would impose upon all. ‘ 

All prosecutions for matters of opinion have one founda- 
tion, Human power has its foundation in knowledge—in 
Opinions. Those in power, feeling this to be the case, are 
anxious to preserve opinion in that ascendency which has 
given them power, knowing that a change of opinion ne- 
cessarily brings about a change of power, or places power 
in other hands more congenial with prevailing opinions, 
and thus they feel the stimulus to persecute and to oppose all 
change. It follows, thatif aman be a hypocrite with regard 
to the opinions which form the foundation of his power, he 
will be as ready to persecute as the one who is a conscien- 
tious man and ‘exercises his power conscientiously. The 
self love, or in accordance with his opinions which is the 
the common inducement to seek power over others, is. the 
Same in either case, as to him who holds power by fair, or by 
false, pretensions. Power is his object, and he views all 
others as subordinate matters: whilst the hypocrite tis sure 
to be the most furious,and most bigotted. persecutor; be- 
cause his hypocrisy is a proof that there is vice in his 
eharacter. ; 

I have heard a story, that when the Cabinet first consult- 
ed about the prosecution of Thomas Williams, for publish- 
ing the “ Age of Reason,” in 1797, with one exception, they 
acknowledged toeach other that they were Atheists: and that, 
the Christian was the only dissentient uoice against the 
prosecution. If this be a true story, it goes exactly to illus- 
trate the argument I am offering to you; and there is no 
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lack of probability to support a belief in the matter. Can I be- 
lieve that such men as Canning, and Liverpool, and Peel, and 
Huskisson, are Christians ? No, I do not believe it; nor do 
I believe, that Judge Bailey and Wilberforce are believing 
Christians! Professing Christians, we know they all are; 
but this professicn is necessary to the power and influence 
they hold. Canning upbraided Wilberforce once in the 
House of Commons with being one of the most frequent 
beggars at the Treasury, and I verily belieive; that this 
Wilberforce is the most odious, the arch, the master hypocrite 
of this country! He had even the audacity to say, the other 
day, in one’of his begging speeches, that it was impossible 
such an institution as the church of England could decline ; 
that it would rise with new powers, new vigour, aud greater 
splendour than ever! Was ever any beggar so barefaced as 
this! Every one can see that’ the Established church is de- 
serted by all but those-who have an established interest in 
: attending it. Whoever is independent, isa dissenter. 

‘I never will preach the doctrine that Atheism is mora- 
lity. I should bea hypocrite to do so: but I will contend, 
that avowed Atheism has more of morality in it than any 
kind of religion; because there is, on the face of it,-an evi- 
dence that guarantees the absence of hypocrisy. Aman 
can have no interest in avowing himself an Atheist: the” 
avowal must, in this age, be the result of a strong intellect 
which delights in truth, and detests the utterance of a word 
of falsehood. My humble opinion is, that the word of an 
avowed Atheist is a.much surer bond than-the oath of any 
kind of Christian, although the evidence of the former is 
now scouted in our Courts of Law! Swearing makes a part 
of the religion of the Christian; he will swear to any thing 
to increase his profits or his power; and I, for one, can see 
but little difference in that species of swearing, which is called 
a legal oath, and that which is‘called profane swearing. 
It is equally vicious and scandalous. I know a man, who 
by his practice seems to think that a profane oath is a neces+ — 
sary emphasis to every sentence he utters; and who at the 
same time, piques himself upon the distinction of being a 
Christian Reformer, or a Christian Republican; and pro- , 
fessess to be scandilized at my mxing.up Materialism with 
political reform. This is the sort of man that will hold to 
avy thing that appears most powerful or most likely to in- 
crease his power. 

‘There is nothing wrong, my good friend, in the principles 
of Atheism, whatever may be the conduct of certain Atheists, 
but there isa great deal wrong in humaa dispositionsand human 
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manners. Unequal education is wrong: unequal power and un- 
equal laws which arises from it are wrong: all pretensions to 
supernatural powers are wrong: but, if you want to get at the 
origin of all this evil, you must look deeper than the professed 
principles of the man, you must look into the man himself, 
and there you will find, that his natural disposition is nothing 
. superior to that of any other species of animal, but inferior to 
many, for he is not only a beast of prey, but he will prey 
upon the labour, the produce, and-the persons of the very 
-animals with whom he associates! This is done by no 
other species of animal. ‘The lion respects his fellow- 
lion: the tiger his fellow-tiger: but man every where preys 
upon his fellow-man and upon every other animal! ‘There 
is, therefore, no real source of morality, but in first getting rid 
of all ideas of superhuman powers controuling the actions of 
men; and then in producing equal laws and an equal admi- 
nistration of those laws; whichcan only be done by an equal 
dissemination of all existing knowledge, to give equal 
| power to every man; or the right to elect his legislator and 
ae his magistrate! The Reformer who seeks to bring this effect 
aboat is, in fact, the only true moralist. Real independence, 
real liberty, real morality, cannot exist but where the 
power of every man to delegate power is equal to the power 
of every other man, and that must be where there is no 
hereditary power, no priestcraft, no servitude no exclusions 
in the right to elect or to be elected. When this state of 
things can be brought about, man will rise superior to all 
other animals, and morality will predominate ; because, it will 

be every man’s interest to emulate his fellows in morality. 
This is the view I take of morality, of Atheism, of religion, 
of hypocrisy, and of man. A hypocrite is certainly the 
most detestable of the species; and whether he be a reli- 
gious, or an Atheistical, hypocrite, makes no difference. 
I know many Athestical hypocrites and I detest them. 
Among those who profess to give an open support to my 
principles, I find some eminently faithful, and I find others 
who will rob me to whatever extent they can. I can only 
account for this, by saying, that some men are, from bad 
education, base, and others are, from better education, moral ; 
and_| conclude, that equal laws and equal power is essen- 
tial to stréngthen the morality of the one, and to restrain the 

. baseness of the other. | 
If you take a different view I shall be happy to print it 
- for you, and in the meantime 
I remain, faithfully yours, 
R. CARLILE. 
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TO MR, R, CARLILE, DORCHESTER GAOL, 





25, Colls Leeds, June 1, 1823 of the 

Citizen CARLILE, era of the “‘ last of the Gods.’’ 
We, the undersigned, have redd with inexpressible satisfaction, the 
statement of your having an opportunity to purchase the unpublished 
MSS. of the IMMorTAL PAINE, as mentioned in page 686 of your 
last ‘‘ Republican.”” We also admire the devotedness with which 
you offer to sacrifice half the value of your present £2. edition of 
Paine’s works. But considering, as we do, that the present offer of 
the MSS. of Thomas Paine is one big with importance to the inte- 
rest of the present and all future generations of mankind, we have 
determined each of us to furnish you with a four hundredth part -of 
the ten thousand francs, you mention as the price of the MSS, viz. £1. 
1s. each, to be forwarded to you as a subscription solely for that purpose 
on, or before, the first of July next, to enable you to get immediate 
possession of the much-wanted and long-suppressed writings of that 
“¢ Noble of Nature’’ and real friend of the human race, and we trust 
that 396 Republicans will be found to join and take their part with 
us in assisting you in-so Jaudable an undertaking. 


Saha wie te i Aa ie 2 
John Smithson, Leeds 1 1 O Robert Armstrong,Stokesly1 1 0 
James Smith, Skipton 1 1 0 S, Farrer . 


P. S.. We trust that the Republicans who are not in possession of 
the writings of Thomas Paine will not let our offer prevent them from 
getting possession of the £2, edition at the low price that Mr, Carlile 
has offered it. To those whose circumstances are too limitted to ob- 
tain a copy, we would recommend them to join in companies of ten 
or twenty and obtain them as a club or one copy a week, drawing a 
chance for priority. The circumstances of having contributed to- 
wards giving publicity to any thing from the pen of that Champien 
of Republicanism, Thomas Paine, ought to be paramount to every 
other consideration. 

Yours, &c., on behalf of the subscribers, 
JOHN SMITHSON. 








THE SPANISH LADY TO HER LOVER, 





Go, my love, where glory calls thee, 
Struggle in mankind’s great cause; 

Let not thoughts of death appal thee, 

Whilst you fight for equal laws. 
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Think not that I'll e’en forget thee 
When engaged in Freedom’s ranks, 
Or suppose I'll ever let thee 
Want my best, my warmest, thanks. 


Thy lov’d image [ wlll cherish, 
In my bosom doubly dear; 
Fear not lest it fade and perish, 
Thou shalt reign triumphant there. 


. And when Spain her foes has banished, 
Her base tyrants overthrown; 
_King and priestcraft’s bubble vanished, 
Reason seated on her throne. 
Then returning I will meet thee, . 
Laurel’s round thy brow entwine; 
With songs of Freedom's triumph greet thee, 
Press thy glowing breast to mine. 


And in bonds of love united, 
Freedom's choicest gifts we'll share; 
_ No-more by bandit hordes affrighted, 
Pass our lives devoid of care. 


When ruthless death at lenght shall.claim thee. 
And consign thee to the grave; 
Thy gratefn! country shall proclaim thee, 
One who fought amongst the brave. 
’ W. V. HL 





BOOKS AND PAMPHLETS PUBLISHED. 





One of my Edinburgh friends, who sent me some “ Critical 
Remarks on the Harmony of the Gospels,” which formed a 
discourse before the Edinburgh Zetetic Society, and which 
I begun to print in No. 10, Vol. 5, of “The Republican,” 
has re-written the ‘‘ Remarks,” with numerous additions, 
and published the“ first part” in a small volume in bds. of 
108 pages, at 5s. This volume has nothing particularly 
striking to those who have worked themselves fairly outof the 
slough of superstition! Butlike Mr. Paine’s “ Age of Reason,” 
it is admirably calculated to help those out who still remain 
in that slough! It compares, contrasts, and observes upon 
the different assertions of the New Testament, in a very 
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acute manner; is well calculated to make first impres- 
sions on the babes of grace, and to make a breach in their 
notions about their Scriptures and their gospels. 

The volume begins well and draws the reader at once to 
the right point for primary consideration, in the following 
words: ‘* Before asserting that the Bible or any part of it, 
is a revelation from God, or endeavouring to prove that it 
is not, it would be more correct first-to ascertain if there is 
an almighty being, denominated God, distinct from nature, 
and existing independent of it, who governs the world, and 
takes mankind under his peculiar care. If it cannot be pro- 
ved that such a being exists, distinct and separate from 
nature, these books ought not to be considered a divine re- 
velation ; and the traditionary belief, that they were written 
- by inspiration from God, is of no value whatever. But few 
are disposed to pursue this-inquiry into the personal exis- 
tence of God, to a final result, although it is of the greatest 
importance in theology, and so many arguments are ad- 
vanced on both sides that it will probably never. be settled 
to the satisfaction of all.” 

The publication then goes on to narrate some of the argu- 
ments on both sides, which form a sort of preface to the ge- 
neral subject of which it purports to treat. It is interspersed 
with shrewd observations on the contradictions in the Holy 
Scriptures, and is well calculated to put the Christian to 
the blush atevery page to which heturns. Speaking of cast- 
ing out devils and working miracles, the author observes 
on the alleged promise of Jesus to his disciples: “‘As the 
promise was made without any limitation of time, the power 
ought to have been continued to prevent unbelief, for no 
believer can perform such miracles now; as men have 
grown cooler in religion, the devils have left us so completly, 
that a single’one cannot be found, either to display the 
power of the faithful over them, or to convince or punish 
an infidel; our believers cannot now heal the sick by laying 
their hands on them; our missionaries find that they cannot 
speak unknown languages, let their faith be ever so. strong ; 
they cannot learn strange tongues any easier than unbelie- 
vers; and asno believer will now venture to handle serpents, 
or to drink deadly poison, on the faith of this promise, .it 
has been of no use, but rather pernicious in deceiving the 
ignorant.” et 

Every man of common sense will acknowledge the justness 
of the following remarks: speaking of the Jew and Christian 
Jew books, the author observes: “ Instead of being superior to 
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every human writing, they are inferior to many of them in 
every kind of useful information and instruction ; the know- 
ledge contained in the Bible, although the collected writings 
of a whole nation, is immeasurably inferior to what is con- 
tained in one of our Encyclopedias; the four gospels, the 
particular object of the foregoing remarks, are weak and im- 
becile compositions, there are many biographical memoirs 
of eminent individuals, both in ancient and modern times, 
which if compared with them, would cast them completely 
into the shade,” 

The following, which is the last quotation I shall make, 
must be pronounced a truism. “If the Scriptures had been 
written with one half of the care and ability with which 
they have been explained and defended, they would -not 
have been the cause of so much contention and mischief, and 
they would not have stood in need of so much explanation 
and defence. If they had been attacked with half of the 
zeal and -ability with which they have been defended, they 
would have fallen long ere now: but severe laws, supersti- 
_ ‘tious veneration, and able defenders, have protected and 

and supported them.” 

: To those who can afford the price, this volume will be 
worth their notice, particularly for a loan to different Chris- 
tians, who may have imbibed a strong prejudice against the 
name of Paine. It is well tohumour their prejudices where 
there is a chance of undermining them; and, for this purpose, 
I would also recommend that little volume, I lately published, 
entitled, “ Analysis of the influence of Natural Religion on 
the Temporal Happiness of Mankind. By Philip Beau- 
champ,” price 4s. This volume is well calculated to pre- 
pare the mind for enquiry, without shocking prejudices and 
exciting premature terror. 

For this same purpose, I have lately published, as a sepa- 
rate twopenny tract, “ The Character of the Christian Mys- 
teries,’ &c. a dialogue which was printed in No. 12 of this 
volume. Mr. Trust of 126, Newgate Street, has published 
a somewhat similar tract, which has long circulated as a re- 
ligious tract, entitled, “* The Character of a Believing Chris- 
tian. B Lord Bacon,” with an explanatory observation on 
the object and character of the writer. 

. Mr. T. has also published the first part of awork entitled, 
“Hell Destroyed,” which, though it is now a translation 
from the French, was, I find by the authority of. Boulanger, 
originally written in English and translated into French. It 
is evidently a work of one of our most celebrated Freethink- 
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ers of the last century; but which of them I cannot say. ' 
The speedy completion of this work is most desirable, Its 
title is a volume. 

I have to recommend another Edinburgh pamphlet: it is 
entitled, ** An Address to the Conductors of the Periodical 
Press, upon the Causes of Religious and Political Disputes, 
with remarks on the local and general definition of certain 
words and terms, which have been often the subject of con- 
troversy. By Abram Combe,” price ls. 6d. The title of 
this pamphlet shows its object, and it clearly shows, that the 
chief part of the literary controversy and literary assassina- 
tious, which are so common, has its origin in unintelligible, 
ill-defined, or ill-understood words! That all literary 
wrangles are caused by different definitions of the same 
words! And that if the writers would first agree as to the 
real meaning of the words they use, they would not subse- 
quently disagree! This pamphlet is instructive and remark- 
able for the variety of heads on which it treats. 

I recommend to the purchasers of the small edition of 
Paine’s Theological Works not to bind what they have got, | 
until they hear whether the unpublished MSS. of the same 
writer are attainable. A small portrait is ready for delivery 
at sixpence, and shortly will be ready, a striking and hand- 
some vignette title page. 

I shall also shortly publish, an edition in 8vo. to add to 
the ‘* Appendix to the Theological Works of Thomas 
Paine,” of several pieces written by Mr. P. and published in 
an American periodical publication entitled the ‘* Prospect,” 
conducted by Elihu Palmer. These pieces will be all first 
copied into “ The Republican,” and ‘then paged so as to 
stitch up with the pamphlet mentioned; to be sold conjoint 
ly, or separate, to those who have the former part. “ The 
Prospect” contains many beautiful pieces of writing (which 
I shall copy in time, in different ways) by Elihu Palmer, 
and by correspondents. I[t is quite astonishing that such a 
publication could not be supported for want of sufficient sub- 
scribers in America. A few prosecutions seem to be an ex- 
cellent stimulus in these matters, which the American Deists 
cannot obtain! | 

Shortly will be ready for delivery, ‘* Boulanger’s Life of 
Paul,” in aseparate pamphlet. If it was congenial with the 
views and convenience of the friend who has so kindly fur- 
nished this translation, I should be glad to have his assistance 
in a translation of “ Le bon sens” for the next volume of 
‘The Republican.” 1 return him my sincere thanks forthe — 
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translation of the “ Life of Paul, ” and acknowledge the late 
receipt. of his note. 
The,Koran has not yet gone higher than No, 7, but will 


certainly be finished. 


No: 1, Vol. 8; of ‘* The Republican” will contain a re- 
view | of Major Cartwright’s ‘‘ English Constitution. pro- 
duced and illustrated.” It willappear on July 4, the anni- 
versary of American Independence. The day is accidental 
and has not been chosen for this purpose. 


R. CARLILE. 








~The Romsey subscription of eleven shillings has heen paid, 


~ and Mr, Carlile would be glad to exchange 4 letter through 


the post with Mr. John Leach, if he be the same person as 
Mr. C. once met in Winchester. : 





_ Printed and Published by '‘R. Cartize, 5, Water Lane, Fleet .Street:—All Cor- 


respondences for ‘‘ The Republican” to be left at the place of publication. 
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